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Within this replotted urban fabric, we
find a completely transformed city
core - one that is no longer a generic
product of urban deterioration, but
one better representing the culture

i, and textures of its greater context.
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agriCITY:
Little Rock, Remediated

The Identity of a City

As the capitol of Arkansas, how does downtown Little Rock represent
both the city and the state? The answer, for many, would be that it lacks
an identity reflective of its collective cultural and textural context. On the
100th anniversary of John Nolen’s ‘City in a Park’ master plan, we find a
city barely holding on to the dreams of what it was destined to someday
become. Somewhere along the way, perhaps beyond our cumulative
control, the ambitions for it faltered. What downtown Little Rock needs
now is a renewed vision for the 21st century.

Car Culture and Urban Decay

In the United States, the accepted norms of our automobile-reliant
culture and its resultant infrastructure have proved detrimental to the
evolution of our cities through an unbalanced favoring of sprawl and
hard surfaces over sustainable density and an integrated landscape. The
effects of this neglect are seen not only in our major metropolises, but
also particularly strongly in the deteriorating urban cores of our growing
mid-sized metropolitan cities all across the contemporary landscape.

A Problem in Organized Complexity

Jane Jacobs once said that “cities happen to be problems in organized
complexity.... They present situations in which half a dozen or
several dozen quantities are all varying simultaneously and in subtly
interconnected ways.... The variables are many but they are not helter
skelter; they are interrelated into an organic whole.” How might organized
complexity be defined? It is the non-random, or correlated, interaction
between the parts. These relationships create a differentiated structure
which can, as a system, interact with other systems. The coordinated
system manifests properties not carried by, or dictated by, individual
parts. Cities, in essence, are fields of organized complexity made up of
interrelated collections of parts. This proposal is about these collections.
It is about the aggregation of urban regeneration and landscape
infrastructure throughout a decaying urban field condition.

Gateway as Catalyst

Any gateway to downtown Little Rock must be thought of as part of a
larger system. It is much more than simply a gateway, it is a catalyst for
the future identity of the capitol city - a manifestation of Arkansas identity.
As such, the city’s remediation process begins with the construction of
the Capitol Gateway, including the agriCITY Center - a collaborative
public institution providing a planning platform for the regeneration of the
city core. Straddling Interstate 30, the gateway includes demonstration
projects highlighting the various land use typologies from agriCITY’s
planning palette. Anchoring the Capitol Avenue corridor from the east,
the gateway begins the first phase in remediating the parking city.

Viral Regeneration
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rtex-ture
n. The distinctive physical composition
or structure of something, especially
with respect to the size, shape, and
karrangemen’c of its parts.
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re-me-di-a-tion

n. The act of process of correcting
a fault or deficiency.

& l"ilﬁ,‘-v 'Il'.]n

grant [rom the _U.f,},:_l“);-p:irl'
ment of HealthFhd Human ®selves. .

B | Scrvice oL
o The 3\ hes e
5, ; p ca t
s
== "l'-"’-] i)
2 & 4 i ¥

’_‘._'_.;-' he \“.\-» oo 510 MR N p Yot N S & Y :
VRIS 0T . . IR ( MOUEN L X T \
e B gt \ . ! e i Ay SyQilae ﬂi’--.‘,_ N “ﬁg}: Py
Ve oW . + 343 X Y ) B ey Gy ¥ { s AR N RCR VRS v, 9
O TR T ¢ TR RN FAERTRAT \ By

3 b A llr .f. . . Lo Y . A v." a4 N ,:"_v LA ) % :"\
) N ol . AN ) \/ . s (3 >

A O 3

s R

EASL s
BT T "1 <=hHl
WL 4t IR

1 g )
\\l'}j!‘f;:;”}'\v- !‘- "‘n '\ 14 14

3N

o =204l
(1 ‘1091 ‘UOSE

‘gioeng) ‘1

0119

SANE S SRR | SN
T L ST SR ETTR U ESTSEmEm.

AN <\
s O\ W\ S

5

-\

ERRERCHRRRN FERTERRRRN
N
=Y\ L

i

> —

=

I 1 I | I I I I 1 | I I I 1
I I I | | [ [ I | [ [ I [ [
I I [ | | | | I I [ | I I [
| ' | m | | | =P P | | | 3 | | | | | |
I - . mein N ¥t [ | | g [ AL I I — - | . [ | I [ [
I ¢ T I AX [ | [ ; | = a [ 5 I TES T 45 I b A = [ l I I [
g vy T Tog - T e TR
I - e I [ | | 1 [ n [ 5 I = "z? X I : s [ | I I [
I : I [ | | , j [ ki [ I , i il = . : | | : I [ [
I . I = | | | | g - [ ; [ i e L I ' =z [ l 1 I I [
I S | [ I L] == o R | | T > L e [ TR b L & L L ; ; | | A | R |
L [E&' | = t . t P il = e BT RR T = Z = | - | | | L | | |
I I [ | | [ % [ I I [ | by T T : [
o | | | I I I =] | | | | I T | I D |
o c ] = [0} 4
0 I z| | [ | | [ o [ I | [ &l & I R AR
@ [ 211 AR AR 21 Bl Z|| ! Bl AR § | ell ! p [ ||| 2l
«© | s o | o I o I o I = | o | O = I © I e | (= Dl |
b wn — ) frar} ) [e] - b= = = © c .
0 | =] | 1 ) | 1) I ) I ) I .*c;;_ I ) | nl| | w I ) I £ | ]| & 'é | Arkansas River
2 I = < || < || ol <|| @ [ I ol | Bl || | po I I || @ ol |
c - =) = = - = —- oy E
= [ | [ S| ©|| | ~ ©|| | o | < D] N | - [ I [|O 2|
| X ! B I I 3 ‘l P B
| [ ; | | “ | ‘Sl\
[ afs- - I [ 235+ J et
I { 1598, : - | ! 1= v
[ . I I, Sl »
- g | - =2 | o 4
i : i T
i | b ' . ']
1110 [ I l i
i HE] oy
1 | | | g
4 g | ) e s e ) SR [ R s s B | _1'.'_. -y | | e |
.:3‘."_ xB T - - 1
| BRI N
" & | g v ’ig;'” —— i ,;-A = . _— ~
2 T R R Gt : ok o ;T"'gi:'i*g g g T -
n [ Arkansas River
P [
L
s | gy
I 1 1 I
| [ [ Lo
| [ [ _.
= | | | |
'E e : : : : m T T
4 H ~ % et TE i
¢ L | | | I {8 | S3TTIEONEY CEED ..
ks ; =3 - 4 7 ' PR BV ELL
: ' ' Eedl= ' il [B o M
; e ¥ THAH | | | £ SR TYETEE PP DR & ;
: : = gt = ENEETRETE s : HETEE P H
:T'! 0 T | R T nitirs- | S : (3 . : s "» ASELE. = -
it 2L | = ] | - et | — x g1 | ~— S oea oy o Ir Wiy ol = LR > )
| RS R I Health 20 AN - ;@ 2 ANk L . ' Y 3 n ht ol am g = =
"5 I - | . | 0
£ B ~ ! 8 ! G|l ! L A 5 B B
1) o ® | 1= | ol | et S e R o o
& - = | w | c | ARSI S A e R i T - -
2 « » o Ko X (7] n 7]
7] Q - | c | R | c h o] X
) ® S = = T [} Q
£ -~ = | Q. | [e] | ) (&) ]
(&) n < | (7] | i ] N = 7] o




